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Call for Applications:  

Master Thesis or Project Study 

 

Does Access to Electricity Matter?  

A Field Study on Entrepreneurial Activities in Rural Peru 
 

CONTEXT 

Energy access in rural Peru 

Energy access is a significant issue in many regions of the world. More than 1 billion people do 

not have access to electricity. The vast majority of them live in rural areas that are often remote 

and isolated. This isolation makes energy provision difficult using national grids. Expanding those 

grids on long distances is economically unviable. To enhance electricity access, the usage of 

decentralized energy is a promising solution.  

 

The potential of decentralization 

With centralized energy systems, rural populations in Peru, South America, are tributary to the 

economic feasibility of linking their villages to national grids. The farther the rural communities 

are from the large-scale grids, the longer it would take to provide them with electricity. Based on 

this understanding, decentralized energy systems such as mini-grids deliver a solid solution. These 

systems do not rely on a centralized energy source and are often powered by renewables such as 

wind, solar, bio, or a combination of those. Thus, decentralization has excellent potential to provide 

energy access to rural communities in Peru. 

 

RESEARCH FOCUS 

You will study how access to electricity in a rural village near Cusco, Peru, impacts entrepreneurial 

activities. 

 

MAIN DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK  

GOGLA Impacts Metrics (https://www.gogla.org/impact/gogla-impact-metrics)  

International Wealth Index (https://globaldatalab.org/iwi/)  

MTF (http://catalog.ihsn.org/catalog/8412/study-description) 
 

Main Data Collection Tool: 

KoBotoolbox (https://www.kobotoolbox.org)  

 

Student Team 

Two students from Technical University of Munich (TUM) and two students from Pontificia Universidad 

Catolica del Peru (PUCP) 

  

https://www.gogla.org/impact/gogla-impact-metrics
https://globaldatalab.org/iwi/
http://catalog.ihsn.org/catalog/8412/study-description
https://www.kobotoolbox.org/
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Requirement 

At least a moderate level of Spanish is required for applying and work on this project. 

 

Your responsibilities  

This Master Thesis/Project Study will be conducted at the Chair of Corporate Sustainability under 

the TUM SEED Center research focus. It will be conducted in tandem with two fellow students 

from Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru (PUCP). Your responsibilities are:  

 Conduct the Master Thesis/Project Study from October 1, 2022, to March 30, 2023;  

 Engage with the literature on entrepreneurship, and rural electrification;  

 Collect readily available data and be willing to travel to Cusco (Peru); 

 Engage in discussions and data collection with the students and scholars at our partner 

university (PUCP). 

 

Perks and advantages 

Master thesis/Project study, teamwork, international experience, exciting topic? - Yes, you tick all 

the boxes!  

 

Other perks include: 

 Mobility Grant: fully-funded research trip to Cusco, Peru, and stay at PUCP;  

 International experience at one of the leading South American universities;  

 Develop your interpersonal and team works skills; 

 Develop your critical thinking and analytical abilities through rigorous research;  

 Life-changing experience discovering a new country and having lots of fun.  

 

 

How to Apply? 

Sounds interesting? Drop us an e-mail your CV, Transcripts, and a short Letter of Motivation by 

July 29, 2022, to Esther Salvi: esther.salvi@tum.de.  

  

About the TUM SEED Center 

The TUM SEED Center (www.seed.tum.de) aims to offer higher education at the intersection of 

sustainable energies and entrepreneurship and conduct research to contribute to the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development. 

 

mailto:esther.salvi@tum.de
http://www.seed.tum.de/

